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MS4 Plan Development Process          GDOT Office of Design Policy & Support

Concept 
Approval

Determine if 
PLE applies 

using concept 
report  MS4 

checklist  

Complete MS4 
concept 

worksh eet for 
each major 

outfall

No
Project  

located in an 
MS4 area?

Yes

Include MS4 
BMP locations/
req d ROW to  

PIOH displays & 
cost to concept 

report

Prepare draft 
PCSR

Submit  draft 
PCSR to ODPS 

for review

No further 
act ion

No

Does a PLE 
apply?

Identify 
location o f all  

outfalls on 
project

Eliminate 
outfalls where 

OLE apply

Eliminate 
outfalls where 
an infeasibility 
criteria applies. 
Any of 1 to 6 & 

9 to 10

Start

Prepare MS4 
soils report 

Evaluate 
feasibility of 
BMPs using 
Infeasibility 

Criteria 7 & 8

Complete MS4 
BMP design

Include 
accepted MS4 
BMP design in 
the final plans

Project  Letting

If project changes affect 
PLE, OLEs or infeasibility 

determination

Prepare  draft 
addendum 

Submit  draft 
addendum to 

ODPS for 
review

Submit  
addendum to 

EPD for review

Address ODPS 
comments 

List of Acronyms:  

BMP = Best Management Practice / structural 
devise used to treat or store storm water 
runoff

DDM = Manual on Drainage Design for 
Highways 

EPD = GaDNR Environmental Protection 
Division

FFPR = Final Field Plan Review

GaDNR = Georgia Department of Natural 
Resources

MS4 = Municipal Separate Storm Sewer System

ODPS = Office of Design Policy and Support

OLE = Outfall Level Exclusion

OMAT = Office of Materials and Testing

PCSR = Post-Construction Stormwater Report

PDP = Plan Development Process

PFPR = Preliminary Field Plan Review

PIOH = Public Information Open House

PLE = Project Level Exclusion

PM = GDOT Project Manager

ROW = Right-of-way

Responsible Offices  

 

 

 

 

Design Phase Leader

GDOT ODPS Water 
Resources Group

GDOT PM

Geotechnical 

Project Level Exclusion

Outfall Level Exclusion

Review of MS4 
Construction Plans

Addendum can 
be considered 

Final 

Wil l be prepared by  
geotechnical 

consultant. See Note 1.

Address EPD 
comments

Notes:  
1.  Current acceptable methods of hydraulic conductivity testing 
are the Double Ring Infiltrometer (ASTM D3385), Single Ring  
Infiltrometer, or Borehole Infiltration (ASTM D6391), depending 
on site conditions and the preferred methodology of the 
Geotechnical Consultant.
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Document PLE 
in concept  

report

Yes

Submit  Post-
construction 
Stormwater 

BMP Details for 
review

Does
PLE still
 apply?

No

Yes

Prepare cover of 
PCSR to 

document the 
PLE

Submit  PCSR to 
EPD for review

Disapproval
of PCSR received 
from EPD within 

90 days?

Address 
comments

No

Yes
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PCSR is 
considered 

final 

Submit revised 
PCSR to O DPS 

for review

ODPS 
accepts
 report?

Yes

No

Request  MS4 Soils 
Report  - infi ltration  

testing. Include 
outfalls where 

Infeasibility Criteria 
7 & 8 may apply

Concept 
Report

Infeasibility

Post-Construction 
Storm-water Report

EPD Review

Notes:  
1.  An addendum to a final PCSR may be required where, either: !) an outfall not previously 
considered has been identified, 2) an outfall previously considered infeasible becomes feasible, or 
3) an outfall previously considered feasible is now infeasible.   This may occur any time after the 
original PCSR has been submitted to EPD and considered to be final.

ODPS accept 
addendum?

Disapproval
 of PCSR received 
from EPD within 

90 days?

Yes

No

No

Yes

ODPS provides 
comments for 

inclu sion in 
PFPR report

ODPS 
accepts
 report?

Address 
comments and 
resubmit PCSR 

to ODPS

Yes

No

ODPS provides 
comments for 

inclu sion in 
FFPR report

ODPS 
accepts
 Details?

Address 
comments and 

resubmit 
Details to ODPS

Yes

No

PFPR

FFPR

Map showing MS4 
areas is provided in 
Section 10.2.2.1 of the 
GDOT DDM or by 
clicking this link

Submittal  should be 
made as part  of the PFPR 

request.  Include PFPR 
plans, MS4 Soils Report (if 
applicable), and the draft 
PCSR  - al l in PDF format.  

Submit via emai l to: 
stormreports@dot.ga.gov

The PCSR template can be 
found in Appendix I of the 

GDOT DDM.           
Download an editable 

version by clicking this link

This submittal should include 
current construction plans, MS4 
Soils Report (if appl icable), and 
the draft addendum (al l in PDF 

format)

Project Level  Exclusions (PLEs) are 
listed in Section 10.2.2.1 of the 

GDOT DDM or by  clicking this link 

Detailed descriptions of Outfall 
Level  Exclusions (OLEs) can be 

found in Section 10.2.2.1 of the 
GDOT DDM or by                 
clicking this link

Infeasibility  criteria are 
defined in Section 10.2.2.3 

of the GDOT DDM or by               
clicking this link

Detailed descriptions of 
infeasibility criteria can be 
found in Section 10.2.2.3 
of the GDOT DDM or by       

clicking this link

MS4 BMP detailed 
design should be 
completed and 

submitted as early as 
practical in the F inal 

Design Phase

PCSR template can be 
found in Appendix I of the 
GDOT DDM.           
Download an editable 
version by clicking this link

The addendum only  
needs to address the 
drainage basins that 
have changed along 

with Attachment B of 
the PCSR

Soil Survey Summary 
should be requested 

at  the same time.

Per General NPDES Stormwater Permit No. 
GAR41000 Section 4.2.5.1(b): EPD shall  have 
the right  to disapprove a determination of 

infeasibility within 90 days of receipt.

The MS4 concept level design 
spreadsheet can be 

downloaded by  clicking this link 

This submit tal should be made as part 
of the FFPR request.  Include FFPR 

plans, MS4 Soils Report and any PCSR  
Addendums (if appl icable), and the 
accepted PCSR - al l in PDF format.  

Submit via emai l to: 
stormreports@dot.ga.gov

ODPS will evaluate 
suitabili ty of the 

PCSR for 
submission to EPD.

The Checklist can be downloaded 
by clicking this link

http://www.dot.ga.gov/PartnerSmart/DesignManuals/NPDES/MS4map.pdf
mailto: stormreports@dot.ga.gov
http://www.dot.ga.gov/PartnerSmart/DesignManuals/Drainage/PostConstructionStormwaterReportTemplate.zip
http://www.dot.ga.gov/PartnerSmart/DesignManuals/Drainage/Drainage%20Manual.pdf#page=281
http://www.dot.ga.gov/PartnerSmart/DesignManuals/Drainage/Drainage%20Manual.pdf#page=281
http://www.dot.ga.gov/PartnerSmart/DesignManuals/Drainage/Drainage%20Manual.pdf#page=295
http://www.dot.ga.gov/PartnerSmart/DesignManuals/Drainage/Drainage%20Manual.pdf#page=295
http://www.dot.ga.gov/PartnerSmart/DesignManuals/Drainage/PostConstructionStormwaterReportTemplate.zip
http://www.dot.ga.gov/PartnerSmart/DesignManuals/NPDES/MS4 Concept Level Design Spreadsheet.xlsm
mailto: stormreports@dot.ga.gov
http://www.dot.ga.gov/PartnerSmart/DesignManuals/NPDES/MS4 Concept Report Summary.docx
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